
Appendix 12.1 

INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (IPA) 

IPA is a phonetic notation system that uses a set of symbols to represent each distinct sound that exists in 

human spoken language. This chart contains all the sounds (phonemes) used in the English language. For 

each sound, it gives:  

 The symbol (for example, ɑ:) from the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), as used in modern 

dictionaries for English learners.  

 Two English words which use the sound (for example, ARM, FATHER). The underline shows 

where the sound is heard.  

 Next, AM and/or BR indicates for American and British spoken English (for example, AM BR). 

The British version (BR) is given only where it is very different from the American version. The 

sounds can be sampled at www.antimoon.com/how/pronunc-soundsipa.htm. 

  

 

  

http://www.antimoon.com/how/pronunc-soundsipa.htm


VOWELS 

IPA EXAMPLES AM BR 

ʌ CUP, LUCK AM 

 

ɑ: ARM, FATHER AM BR  

æ CAT, BLACK AM 

 

e MET, BED AM 

 

ə AWAY, CINEMA AM 

 

ɜ:ʳ TURN, LEARN AM BR  

ɪ HIT, SITTING AM 

 

i: SEE, HEAT AM 

 

ɒ HOT, ROCK AM BR  

ɔ: CALL, FOUR AM BR  

VOWELS 

IPA EXAMPLES AM BR 

ʊ PUT, COULD AM 

 

u: BLUE, FOOD AM 

 

aɪ FIVE, EYE AM 

 

aʊ NOW, OUT AM 

 

eɪ SAY, EIGHT AM 

 

oʊ GO, HOME AM 

 

ɔɪ BOY, JOIN AM 

 

eəʳ WHERE, AIR AM BR  

ɪəʳ NEAR, HERE AM BR  

ʊəʳ PURE, TOURIST AM BR  

CONSONANTS 

IPA EXAMPLES AM BR 

b BAD, LAB AM 

 

d DID, LADY AM 

 

f FIND, IF AM 

 

g GIVE, FLAG AM 

 

h HOW, HELLO AM 

 

j YES, YELLOW AM 

 

k CAT, BACK AM 

 

l LEG, LITTLE AM 

 

m MAN, LEMON AM 

 

n NO, TEN AM 

 

ŋ SING, FINGER AM 

 

p PET, MAP AM 

 

r RED, TRY AM 

 

CONSONANTS 

IPA EXAMPLES AM BR 

s SUN, MISS AM 

 

ʃ SHE, CRASH AM 

 

t TEA, GETTING AM 

 

tʃ CHECK, CHURCH AM 

 

θ THINK, BOTH AM 

 

ð THIS, MOTHER AM 

 

v VOICE, FIVE AM 

 

w WET, WINDOW AM 

 

z ZOO, LAZY AM 

 

ʒ 
PLEASURE, 

VISION 
AM 

 

dʒ JUST, LARGE AM 

 

 

http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/cupluck.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/armfather-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/armfather-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/catblack.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/metbed.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/awaycinema.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/turnlearn-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/turnlearn-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/hitsitting.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/seeheat.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/hotrock-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/hotrock-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/callfour-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/callfour-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/putcould.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/bluefood.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/fiveeye.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/nowout.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/sayeight.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/gohome.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/boyjoin.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/whereair-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/whereair-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/nearhere-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/nearhere-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/puretourist-am.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/puretourist-br.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/badlab.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/didlady.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/findif.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/giveflag.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/howhello.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/yesyellow.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/catback.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/leglittle.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/manlemon.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/noten.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/singfinger.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/petmap.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/redtry.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/sunmiss.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/shecrash.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/teagetting.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/checkchurch.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/thinkboth.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/thismother.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/voicefive.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/wetwindow.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/zoolazy.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/pleasurevision.mp3
http://www.antimoon.com/sound/chart/justlarge.mp3

