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Practicing inversions of triads and chords with the proper fingering helps develop motor memory, so that one begins to play and 
hear these inversions intuitively. The concept of using the "dead weight" drop helps get power out of the chords (see p. 349). 
When playing through the inversions from root position, to 1st inversion, and 2nd position, and in reverse, listen for the distinctive 
harmonic implications and color of each inversion. For instance, the first inversion suggests "lightness" with the third in the bass; 
the 2nd inversion has a transitory feeling with the fifth in the bass, while the root position triad carries a settled finality.
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(parentheses indicate notes shared
between right and left hands)

5
3
2
1

5
4
2
1

5
3
2
1

C Major triads in inversion

PIANO CHORDS IN INVERSIONS

C Major chords in inversion
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